
 

 
“My goal has always been to represent the voices and values  

of our district while keeping the broader good of our  
state in view. I’ve worked across party lines, asked hard  
questions, dug deep into the issues, and held leadership  
accountable—because real leadership means listening, 

 learning, and serving people, not politics.” 
 

Joy A. Hohn 
State Senator – District 9 
Senator Joy Hohn represents South Dakota’s District 9 in the State Legislature, 
where she serves on the Commerce & Energy, Military & Veterans’ Affairs, and 
Transportation Committees, and is Vice Chair of the Taxation Committee. 

Hohn, a pilot, small business owner, and family farmer, was first elected in 
2024 as a Conservative Republican. She won the primary with 74% of the 
vote—the largest margin among legislative races—and was uncontested in the 
general election, reflecting strong grassroots support and her advocacy for 
property rights and limited government. 

During her first term, Hohn has focused on protecting constitutional rights, 
defending taxpayers, promoting fiscal responsibility, supporting veterans and at-
risk youth, upholding family values, and preserving South Dakota’s natural 
resources. She sponsored HB 1052, prohibiting the use of eminent domain for 
carbon dioxide pipelines to protect private property rights, and helped defeat SB 
177, which proposed sales tax rebates for data centers, in defense of taxpayers. 
She has also been recognized by Family Voice Action and Protecting South 
Dakota Kids for her support of family-focused legislation. 

Following the 2025 legislative session, Hohn was appointed by Governor Larry 
Rhoden to serve on the Project Prison Reset Task Force, where she was one of 
seven senators charged with evaluating and recommending plans for a new state 
correctional facility. In that role, she became an active voice for transparency, 
advocating for bipartisan, well-informed, community-based solutions. She was 
also appointed to the Correctional Rehabilitation Task Force, focusing on early 
intervention, reducing recidivism, and expanding rehabilitation programs. 

A lifelong resident of Minnehaha County and graduate of West Central High 
School, Hohn grew up on a family farm near Hartford, where her family remains 
today. Inspired by her father, a World War II veteran who taught her to fly,  
she became South Dakota’s first female airline pilot, logging nearly 13,000 hours 
of accident- and incident-free flight time over a 40-year career as a Captain and 
First Officer.  

Today, she works as a charter pilot, check airman, and instructor for Legacy 
Aviation and operates her private contract service, Adele Aire, LLC. She earned 
her B.A. in Aviation and Business Administration from Augustana College and 
enjoys spending time with family, gardening, traveling, and hunting. 

Hohn’s entry into public life began with her advocacy for constitutional rights 
and her opposition to the use of eminent domain for CO₂ pipelines, standing 
alongside South Dakota landowners to defend private property. That experience 
deepened her connection to the people of Minnehaha County and led to her 
active involvement in local and state government, working with citizens, 
municipalities, county commissioners, legislators, and others across the state  
to preserve constitutional rights. 

TERM:  First (2025-2027) 

PARTY:  Conservative Republican 

PROFESSION: Family Farmer, 
Charter Pilot, Small Business Owner  

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:   
Commerce & Energy 
Taxation, Transportation 
Military & Veteran Affairs  

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS: 
Project Prison Reset Task Force 
Correctional Rehabilitation Task 
Force 

SPONSORED LEGISLATION 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
HB 1052–Prohibit eminent domain 
use for carbon pipelines 

SB 115–Close loophole in sexual 
contact laws children <18 yrs old  
SB 135–Data Center Bill of Rights for 
Citizens 

SB 245–State-wide property tax relief 
SB 219–Enforcing government 
accountability 

SB 179–Rehabilitation of a minor in 
possession of a pistol 

SCR 606–Preserving Missouri River 
water for SD 

HB 1140–Alternative care program 
for probation/parole offenders 


