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Comments delivered in Senate select committee — Project Prison Reset Taskforce
23 September 2025

As part of the task force, I have spent most of the last six months fully immersed in the
complexities of this issue—touring facilities, researching, meeting with experts, correctional staff,
community members, state officials, law enforcement leaders, tribal advocates, youth reform
leaders, and policy experts.

I want to share with you the Top 10 things I’ve learned:
1. Millions of taxpayer dollars and years have been lost in delays and indecision
2. The situation is complex, deeply polarized, and without an easy solution

3. The current prison facility is unsustainable and unsafe for staff, inmates,
and the public

4. No community wants a prison, but prisons are a necessity of every state
Funding has been allocated

6. More than $100+ million in repairs are needed at the current facility—and won’t solve
the problem

It will take approximately four years to build a new facility
The location and facility are only a portion of a larger problem

9. Youth prevention, mental health, rehabilitation, recidivism, and reentry programs remain
critically under-addressed

10. A comprehensive program is needed to reform the Department of Corrections

Throughout this process, I have listened carefully to arguments and perspectives from all sides,
and I have found myself on both sides of the issue. I have constituents, colleagues, and respected
experts who are divided on this issue, and I understand the weight of their concerns.

Personally, I have approached this decision with diligence and prayerful reflection, aware of the
lasting impact it will have on our communities for decades.

Today, I’'m Voting Yes: To Protect Public Safety.
Safety is the government's most fundamental responsibility.
We must protect the people who protect us—correctional staff, law enforcement, and the public.

They are asking for the much-needed protection as referenced by the letters from the South
Dakota:

e Sheriffs' Association,
e Police Chiefs Association,
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e State's Attorneys Association, and
e Attorney General Jackley's announcement of support.

Day in and day out, they are the ones who live in the criminal justice system and often dedicate
their life’s service to law enforcement.

If we fail to act, more lives could be at risk—a risk I am not willing to accept. It comes down to
safety. We must keep our people safe.

I'm voting YES: To Stop Delays That Cost More.

The longer we wait, the more it costs—both in dollars and risk. Years of debate haven't fixed the
problem. Long-term delays only increase the safety and financial risks. We must make decisions
now while continuing to pursue reform.

We’re not done.

This vote doesn’t solve everything—but it allows us to move forward.

¢ During the four-year construction timeline, leadership and the rehabilitation programs
can be developed and implemented

e DOC leadership needs to be held accountable for addressing rehabilitation and initiatives
that have been outlined to address the multiple challenges

¢ Legislature needs to be mindful of impacts to operating budgets and taxes to ensure
facility operation can be sustained without increasing the financial burden on the state

¢ Plans need to be made to utilize the old building
e Sioux Falls will need support; they are taking on the burden of the location
e We need to prioritize reform of our Department of Corrections

Personally, I have, and will continue to work with others to educate, spread awareness, and
propose solutions.

I am voting Yes and ask that we keep working together to build a safer, more responsible future.

I, too, am concerned about the cost, impact on taxes, uncertainty in leadership, and lack of a
grander plan. But in the end, it comes down to safety. We must keep the public and the people
who sign up to keep us safe, safe. I just couldn’t sleep at night, knowing I didn’t answer their call.
And so I ask, can you?

Thank you.



